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A Study on Native Teachers of English
in Kyoto Middle School:

With a focus on R. Ponsonby

Yoshio HOSAKA

Abstract

Kyoto Middle School was one of the most prestigious middle schools in Japan. The
school had hired six native speakers of English before WWII to improve the quality of
English education. The last one was Richard Ponsonby (1878-1937). Ponsonby was
often remembered by his students as a unique English teacher. He taught reading and
composition classes to 3rd year students. There used to be a jinx claiming that the
students Mr. Ponsonby taught wouldn’t do well in entrance exams for high schools.
This paper reveals how English education was carried out at Kyoto Middle School
with a focus on Mr. Ponsonby.

Mr. Ponsonby was more famous as a Japanologist and wrote many academic pa-
pers on the Japanese Imperial Household and on the Japanese traditional religion,
Shintoism.
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A Comparative Analysis
of the Learning Process of College Students:

“The Creative Musical Activity”

Kazutaka HOSAKA
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