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On Excellent Haiku in Haitku International :

A Prelude to the Two-liner Haiku World'

Kensuke OT0zZAI

Introduction

This essay is intended to make a rough perspective on the temporary trend of
English haiku written by common citizens in the world, focusing mainly on some
of those in recent issues of Hatku International (HI).

It should be appreciated that haiku has become global and there has been so
many haiku poets in the world recently. However, we cannot say that there is no
necessity of introducing some discussions about it. In my understanding, recent
haiku poets (as far as the haiku writers in Haiku International are concerned)
don’t seem to emphasize the crucial role of the preciousness of the imagistic tradi-
tion that Ezra Pound established around the 1910s. Considering its theoretical
attainment, we should say that we are not in a favorable situation.

The general tenor of Pound’s ‘A Few Don’ts by an Imagiste’® is as follows:

(1) An ‘Image’is that which presents an intellectual and emotional complex
in an instant of time.

(2) Make poems that concentrate everything the poet wishes to communi-
cate into a precise and vivid image, to distill the poetic statement into
an image rather than using poetic devices (like meter and rhyme) to
complicate and decorate it.

(3) Useno superfluous word, no adjective, which does not reveal something
.... Use either no ornament or good ornament.

(4) Make everything concrete and particular —“Go in fear of abstractions.”

(5) Do not try to make a poem by decorating prose or chopping it into
poetic lines—“Don’t retell in mediocre verse what has already been done
in good prose. Don’t think any intelligent person is going to be deceived
when you try to shirk all the difficulties of the unspeakably difficult art
of good prose by chopping your composition into line lengths.”

(6) Study the musical tools of poetry to use them with skill and subtlety,
without distorting the natural sounds, images and meanings of lan-

guage —

Pound got the idea for these ‘A Few Don’ts by an Imagiste’ mainly from haiku.
When Pound encountered haiku he got an insight into the true nature of it.
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According to Sabine Sommerkamp’s explanation', Pound understood haiku to be
made up of two independent parts; the former one is the image, while the other is
the part which serves as a direct realistic statement, with the two parts connected
by kireji (cutting word). This analysis is quite clear and theoretical. It was one
of the earliest theoretical approaches in the history of haiku that made the struc-
ture of the secret of haiku clear. Although some Japanese haiku poets, like
Basho, had already tried to treat this theme successfully, Pound explained it from
his own angle which Japanese precursors had never thought of.

Sommerkamp also introduced Earl Miner’s explanation of Pound’s usage of
the colon/semicolon. She explains® that the colon/semicolon used in the Pound’s
haiku-like poem, ‘In a Station of the Metro’, can be taken to demonstrate that the
first half and the latter half have the same substance. Readers are led to find the
parts in analogical positions to each other. From this explanation we realize that
the colon/semicolon can serve as an image maker, and that it can be used as some-
thing like kireji, which works as a catalyzer to reconcile relations between the two
parts, and enables the inner phenomenon (image) and the outer one (statement)
to be superposed upon each other. This is the superposition technique which has
been understood by Western critics to be essential to haiku composition.

Reading through a huge number of English haiku in the Haiku International,
my impression is that there are, at an almost constant rate, those kinds of haiku
which lack clear-cut outlines. The image of each haiku is not clear as an independ-
ent poem. I even found some of them to be only short prose, not poetry. (See the
fifth advice of Pound shown above.) In my opinion, it comes from the writers’ lack
of consciousness of image. In this sense I would like to suggest that it would be
useful to appreciate these haiku from imagistic viewpoints.

One of my criteria for appreciating haiku is the matter of length. In defining
haiku we have often seen the explanation as follows: “Haiku is the shortest poetic
form in the world, consisting of 17 syllables in total, arranged in groups of 5, 7, and
5 syllables.” It is not necessarily wrong when it is written to introduce it in the
objectively classifying manner. However, essentially speaking, when practitioners
try to understand what haiku is, on their job of creating, it is not fully right an-
swer on this matter. The quintessential meaning of the shortness of haiku is not
simply “the shortest”, but it should be short to the utmost limit with which a poet
can express his/her literary intent. It is not the shortness in comparative meaning,
but the absolute shortness that matters.

To make the problem clear, I would like to take an example here. Yoshimura
Ikuyo and Abe Mitsugu argue about translations of Bashd’s haiku in their neat
and attractive introductory book, HAIKU no Susume (An Introduction to Haiku)':

[kare-eda ni karasu no tomari-keri aki no kure]

They show two English translations by R. H. Blyth and William J. Higginson:
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@) Autumn evening;
A crow perched
On a withered bough. (trans. by R. H. Blyth)®

(2) on a barren branch
a raven has perched —
autumn dusk (trans. by William J. Higginson)®

I would like to add one more translation by Kenneth Yasuda here.

(3) Autumn evening now:
A crow alone is perching
On a leafless bough. (trans. by Kenneth Yasuda)®

These translations are unsatisfactory. Explaining from details, as to (1), in
my opinion, ‘bough’ loses some of the meaning and subtle nuances of (Kare)-eda.
The impression of these words is a little big for this crow to perch. There is an old
proverb in England, “The father to the bough, the son to the plough”. Taking this
proverb into consideration, ‘bough’ seems sometimes to be big and sturdy enough
to support even a grown man. ‘(Kare)-eda' is not so robust in Japanese. In this
sense, ‘branch’ in ( 2), as far as the size is concerned, may be the right word for it.
However, I do not agree with the word ‘barren’ because the word appears to be
somewhat too weak and dead. ‘Kare-eda’ in the original isn’'t dead. It is temporar-
ily bare and leaves will come back again next spring. This branch, too, belongs to
the big circle of the living world. The branch is taking a rest now, just as the crow
is at the present moment. Both are moving together as they circulate in the whole
earth or moreover in the further bigger cosmos. So ‘kare-eda’ should be only a
temporarily bare branch. In this point the expression of ‘leafless’ in (3) is agree-
able. But ‘leafless bough’ is also too big.

More serious questions I want to put to these translators is “What do you
think Basho wanted to shout?”, “What do you think was the scene Bashd wit-
nessed?” and “By what do you think Bashd’s heart was touched in this scene?”. It
must have been a crow, a lonely crow perching on a bare branch in the season that
was getting colder. So the image which should be put at the foreground is
‘crow’. As alogical conclusion from the consideration above, my tentative transla-
tion is as follows:

A crow;
On a bare branch, perches in autumn dusk

What I want to say is that in making English haiku why not come back again
to the horizon opened up by Ezra Pound and others.
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Although the number of haiku I am treating here is quite limited, I think we
can find many excellent signs of masterpieces among wagons-full of endeavors of
making haiku in Haiku International. 1 would like to re-read them and pick up
some noteworthy haiku which seem to be written with quite similar attitude from
an imagistic point of view. I would like to try to show the imagistic framework of
each at the end of each of my reading. Each of them is just the imagistic core
structure of each haiku.

(1) scattered, crumple leaves
and fragments of clouds setting
fall’s puzzle in place
—YADA (U.S. A/France)"

Yada’s discovery is putting the fragments on the earth and those up in the sky
together. The words ‘fall’s puzzle’ shatter a whole autumn scene into innumerable
pieces and the readers can imagine that the whole scene is divided into countless
pieces of a mirror and after that they understand that each particle reflects the
right colour and shape in its right position. In this deformed picture, both
sceneries on the earth and the sky newly come together. If this is not a new depic-
tion of an autumn scene, what is?

[Imagistic Suggestion]
Scattered crumple leaves and fragments of clouds;
setting fall’'s puzzle in place

(2) bare trees—
now there are mountains
on the mainland

—Winona Louise Baker (Canada)®

The remarkable point of this work is the style Baker practices. She begins this
haiku with an image (‘bare trees’). This strategy was the basic starting stance of
the imagist practitioners of English haiku in the 1910s. In this haiku the writer
puts the image on the first line and adds a statement of the scene in the latter lines.
The dash put after the words ‘bare trees’ is one of the English substitutes for the
kireji. 1 believe that we should reconsider this style and that this haiku provides
a good chance for us to do that. As to the content, the image of ‘bare trees’ is one
of the traditional images in haiku.
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[Imagistic Suggestion]
bare trees;
mountains on the mainland

If there were some suggestion about what the writer wants to say with the
word ‘mainland’, the scene would become clearer.

(3) the blackbird hopping
from branch to branch in the oak
pushing along the sun
—YADA (U.S. A/France)"

The good point of this haiku by YADA is the sense of humour, or okashi-mi,
kai-gyaku or hai-mi in haiku terms. In the last line the talent of metaphor of this
poet comes out. It opens the active visual scene of this blackbird’s movement. It
looks as if the bird pushed the sun, the poet says. The small bird pushes the huge
sun in each patch partitioned by black silhouettes of twigs like lead rims of
stained glass. The small bird hops from one patch to the other trying to push the
sun little by little. The contrast of the size of two existences is typically of haiku.
It reminds us of a masterpiece by Takano Suju:

[s0do no obisashi yori haru no cho]
A vernal butterfly;

came flying down from the huge eaves of an abbey!"

[Imagistic Suggestion]
hopping blackbird;

pushing along the sun from branch to branch in the oak

(4) In bright moonlight

the shadow of a bat

racing with himself
Amika (Croatia)®

Amika catches the movement of a bat quickly enough. The bat is looping the
loop successively. She depicts the bat’'s movement as ‘racing with himself’. ‘Bright
moonlight’ suggests that the moon is full. If hundreds of bat were depicted, the
scene might be brilliant.

[Imagistic Suggestion]
A full moon;
Each shadow of bats is racing with itself!



(5) stillness
another peach falls
to the ground
Naomi Y. Brown (U.S. A)"

Brown depicts the stillness which reminds us of Bashd’s famous work:
[shizukasa ya iwa ni simi-iru semi no koe]

Stillness;

the sound of cicadas is penetrating into the rocks"

The peach represents the stillness effectively. To express the stillness the
peach must be other kind of fruit than the apple. The apple cannot express the
loneliness by its sound of landing which Newton’s great scientific discovery
needed. Nor the persimmon which stimulated Masaoka Shiki to find another kind
of sound:

[Kaki kueba kane ga naru nari Horytji]
The sound of the bell from Horyaji;
while eating a persimmon®

The apple is too hard and the persimmon is too heavy and watery when it
falls. The peach is perfect for this situation.

[Imagistic Suggestion]
stillness;
another peach falls to the ground

(6) ravens peckin’
at a scarecrow’s shadow —
sunrise
Charles Bernard Rodning (U.S. A)"

Rodning encapsulates some scent of humour in this haiku. Ravens are peck-
ing at a scarecrow’s shadow. They have been enemies since human beings in-
vented farming and the crow knew the tastes of the grain. The contrast of
scarecrow’s detained situation and crows’ freedom somehow evokes laughter. The
scarecrow resigns himself too much to his situation and the crows are always
grumbling about the world ruled by human beings but busy living up to their
obligations. It is a kind of fori-awase (contrast) or nibutsu-shogeki (shock of en-
countering two different images), or a juxtaposition. And this scene was wit-
nessed at sunrise. From the beginning of the day this situation starts as it has
started since the day the scarecrow appeared on the earth. It is the beginning of
a day of routine tasks for both of them. Although both creatures seem to neglect
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the sunrise because of their busyness, Rodning surely knows that it is a good
morning. He wants to yell “Good morning!” The main image is the sunrise:

[Imagistic Suggestion]
Sunrise;

ravens are pecking at a scarecrow’s shadow.

(7) Greedily the pine
sucks in melodies,
percolates them into the resin.
Slavica Savli (Slovenia)®

Savli makes this haiku metaphorical from beginning to end. A pine tree
“sucks in melodies” instead of water or some nutrition. To be sure, melodies can
be nutrition for the heart. Being extracted, the nutrition will become transparent
amber crystals: the resin. And the resin helps bows to be manipulated by string
players, and again the melodies will be sucked in by the pine trees. Thus melodies
are circulating between pine trees and string instruments forever.

[Imagistic Suggestion]
The resin;
The pine sucks in melodies extracting them into the crystal.

(8) Invisible wall—
the roar of cicada
in the jungle
Mack (Canada)”

If Mack were a Japanese haiku poet, he may have expressed it as ‘bamboo
blind’ or something else semitransparent instead of ‘invisible wall’. His choice of
this phrase exhibits an exquisite balance between two worlds. To be sure, the
words ‘invisible wall’ has dual meanings. By ‘wall’ Mack expresses the absolute
gap between the plain and the jungle, this side and the other side of the world.
The ‘wall’ represents the spiritual confusion. But on the other hand he adds trans-
parency of invisible wall which realistically depicts the scene of the sound of cica-
das. This ambiguity brought him success in capturing an intangible object, the
sound, as a big mass of transparent entity. And this haiku also reminds us of
Bashd’s haiku of cicadas which I quoted above;

Basho expresses the silence using the absolute stillness of the rocks, while
Mack does it with encapsuling all the sound into one transparent big bag put in
the woods. In spite of the sound seeming to be big enough, the watcher can treat
the sound objectively with a calm feeling.

This does not need so much change because it is made imagistic, however
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with the slightest change.

[Imagistic Suggestion]
Invisible wall;
the roar of cicada in the jungle

(9) How found
its street the rain
inside to me?
Lazaj Lida (ALBANIA)*

Lida has something sad in her mind and is looking out of her window to see
the rain drizzling on the streets, and she realizes that the rain has the same feeling
with hers. She is so lonely that she has nobody to talk with about her agony. The
rain is her only friend. This personification is successful. We have this similar
feeling in Taneda Santoka:

[Ushiro-sugata no shigurete yuku kal
Winter shower;

my back shot seems to fuse together with the rain soaking

The rain is the main image of the whole of Lida’s haiku.

[Imagistic Suggestion]
A rain;

You, a route finder into my heart?

(10) Unseen on the computer screen
shaking the trees outside
the winter wind
Hibari (U.S. A)*

Hibari tries to depict the unseenable: the wind. The wit of this haiku exists in
the hope of possibility that the computer might catch the shape of the wind on its
screen. To be sure, it seems to be possible because the computer has made every-
thing seem possible recently. Why not the wind? But it seems to have failed.
Hibari’s work reflects the culture of the world’s most developed country.

[Imagistic Suggestion]
the computer;
winter wind, shaken trees, don’'t appear on the screen
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Conclusion

As we have seen above, there are many excellent works of English haiku with

imagistic motivations in Haiku International. In my conclusion, we should visit the

imagistic horizon again and designate it as English haiku’s starting point once

again.
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The Topography of “Musashino™

From Cultural Landscape to Imagined Landscape
Toshihiko KoGiTA
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D, (BF) 3013 (BE) EEEDLDEIRVERXTOMBRICH B, LI EDOEEHES
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BHRMBHD > 1o OEDFIOHED I H 1 HITBRKERSRE LI ETH-T, #Bil
AT S O BRI AS S 2T Uic & 50T, BRI X - THEIRIERAR T~ & R IE A%
FTho7e GEEE200D, 50 &2 2H 20 HISHONEIVF 7, @FRALE LA
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Vo UL, #BHTHEEREAIC B BiA, WONELF U 7id THOW ] &) WHHEH
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1n o 7o My, 1922 CRIE 11D A3 @ SE « B » 25 « PEkEEBRAE R IZBAZE L T
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BB LT HEICE O TEREICERT 2MmE &0, & ITHFATI
s 2 W3 SICZ OWARZE T 5] (4 1987b 1 390) S5 Th b, HT 51T,
SERLoT VERIEIIA VOEETH D, HWEHHIEO A buR Y bbb LicX
(LRI KT D 475 569, AEEAHAICETRATHNEDTH 5,

MR AR O MR IS L hiE, 1930 AR ARIEF o R o R E LT [H
Bl oA 4=y, i [HFEOME] AEEhic, 2L, THAAN (LA
FBHPLELTORIKOFE] 1Tk - T, MHAERTHIZ TX XEEE] O EHT 5 Hul
HEREA] T (N 2000 @ 21D, 2 LT, 9 Lokt ML) 12H7
RRZELDNIF oS XH12B0, THROHEM] Evd o< v ERWE A A — DD
I Tty &AW, RIBFEOINUE—aEES THREGOER] Lo
WHnZzolfFfiTahd v, THRIL] SRomEEEE 0% bs [HRILR»>TO [#5E]
o, HAROD MNEEE] ~NE#ER LT 7] EXRBIL TS Gl 2007 © 149), » &
Voo THRIERGESI ENicb i TRV, 22Tk THIE] ~oFifc IRz L
CHEERA S,

FIARDIRZE Uid, RAG¥HE & 3tmic MEEFRNEE] CmEn iz b bn
modRoND, 72EAE, BAEALERFICEOT, INHEKEEI L] TR
[FEENRNANTE O, FRIESHLEBEE o] TH201IT LT, [Tl T
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(B o RETLHETFHOEGE, REOLILTEEOL, HHbBEMOTT)E &
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CD 1,150 1,360 DD 1,180 1,190
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